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R. FANTOM was a retail t 
5 in the city of London. | 
ad no turn to any expenfive vicé 
was reckoned a fober decent mais 
he was covetous and proud, felfiligt“ 
conceited. As foonas he got fom 
in the world, his vanity began t 
play itfelf, but not in the ordinargly 
thod, that of making a figure and PR” 
away; but ftill he was tormented gy" 
longing defire to draw public m#" 
and to diflinguifh himfelf. He felt 
neral fenfe of difcontent at what }y 


( 








r 

























3°.) 


h a general ambition to be fome- 
g which he was not; but this defire 
not yet turned itfelf to any particu- 
Bobject. It was not by his money 
oad hope to be diftinguithed, for 
his acquaintance had more, anda 
muit be iich indeed, to be noted 
his riches in London. Mr. Fan- 
’s mind was a prey to vain imagi- 
ons. He despieg all thofe little 
of kindnefs and charity which eve. 
an is called to perform every day, 
while he was contriving grand 
mes which lay quite out of his 
1 ph, he negleCied the ordinary duties 
ife which lay directly before him. 
bout this time he got hold of a fa- 
is little book written by the niw 








1a “! 
t{LOSOPHER, whole pe(tilent doctrines 
fome gone about feeking whom they 


deftroy; thefe doétrines found @ 
y entrance into Mr. Farntom’s mind; 
ind at once fhallow and inquifitive, 
ulative and vain, ambitious and 
tished. As alimolt every book was 
to him, he icll into the common 
r of thofe who begin to read late in 
that of thinking that what he did 
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not know himielf, was equally new 
others ; and he was apt to fancy tha 
and the author he was reading were 
only two peopie in the world who k 
any thing. ‘This book led to the gr 
diicovery; he had now found what 
heart panted after, a way to disting 
himself. “To ftart out a full grown p. 
fopher at once, to be wife without 
cation, to difpute without learning, 
to make profelytes without argum 
was a fhort cut to fame, which well! 
ed his vanity and his ignorance. Ht 
joiced that he had been fo clever 3 
examine for himfelf, pitied his fri 
who took things upon truft, and was 
folved to aflert the freedom of his | 
mind. ‘To a man fond of bold no 
ties and daring paradoxes, folid a 
ment would be flat, and truth woul 
dull, merely becaufe it is not | 
Mr. Fantom believed not in propor 
to the itrength of the evidence, buy 
the impudence of the aflertion. 
trampling on holy ground with ¢ 
thoes, the fmearing the fanctuary 
filth and mire, the calling prophets 
apoitles by the moit ictfyilous na 
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t new, and dafhing, and dazziing. 
Fantom now being ‘fet free from the 
ns of flavery and fuperiftition, was 
lved to fhow his zeal in the ufual 
, by trying to free others, but it 
ld have hurt his vanity had he 
yn that he was the convert of a 
who had written only for the vul- 
who had znvented nothing, no not 

one idea of original wickednefs ; 
who had flooped to rake up out of 
kennel of infidelity, all the loath- 

e dregs and offal dirt, which politer 
lievers had thrown away as too 
sand offenfive for their better bred 
ers. 

Fantom, who confidered that a 
ofopher mutt fet up with a little fort 
ock in trade, now picked up all the 
non place notions againit Chriftian- 
which have been: anfwered a hun. 
times over; thefe he kept by him 
wy cutand dried, and brought outinall 
anies with a zeal which would have 
horor to @better cauie, but which 
riends toa better caufe are not fo apt 
fcover. He, foon got all the cant of 
,mmew ichool. He talked of narrow- 
i Kk 3 




































NeSS, and ignorance, and dbigatry, 
prejudice, oud priestcraft, on the 
hand; and on the other of public ¢ 
the love of mankind, and liberality, 
candour, and toleration, and above 





benevolence. Benevolence, he faid, m h 
rhole of religior ie 

up the whole of religion, and a!! 
Ol 


other parts of it were nothing but 
and Jargon and hypocrify. Fin eI 
however, that he made little imprel 
on his old club at the Cat and Bagpi 
he grew tired of their company, 
there was one member whofe fociet 
could ha relolve to give up, the 
they icldom agreed, as indeed no 
men iD ‘ie fame clafs and habits oi 
could lefs refemble each other. 

‘Trueman was an honeit, plain, fin 
hearted tradefman of the good old 
who feared God and followed his 












nefs, he went to church twice on: 

; € 
davs and minded his fhop all the h 
{pent trugally, gave liberally, and ea 
ved moderately. A 
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Mr. Fantom refolved™to retire | 
while into the country, and devott 
time to his new plans, {chemes, ' 
ries, and project for the puolic ¢ 
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fe of talking, and reading, and wri- 
, and difputing, and teaching, and 
Melyting now ftruck him as the only 
fo he foon fet out for the country 
his family, to which was now ad- 
his new footman, William Wilfon, 
m he had taken with a good charac- 
out of afober family. He was no 
mer fettled than he wrote to invite 
Trueman to come and pay hima 
, for he would have burit if he could 
have got fome one to whom he 
ht difplay his new knowledge, he 
that if on the one hand Mr. 
keman was no fcholar, yet on the 
@rhe was no fool, and though he 
bifed his prejudices, yet he thought 
might be made a good decoy duck, 
if he could once bring ‘Trueman 
r, the whole club at the Cat and Bag- 
es might be brought to follow his ex- 
fle, and thus he might fee himfelf at 
head of a fociety of his own profe- 
's, the fupreme object of a philofo. 
r’s mee ay ‘Trueman came ac- 
ingly. He foon found that howe- 
he might be fitocked at the impious 
trines his friend maintained, yet that 
Kk 4 
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in important ieflon might be learnt 
from the worlt enemies ‘of truth; n 
ly, an ever-wakeful attention to 

grand object. Uf they Yet out with: 
ing of trade or politics; of private i 


ever on the watch to hitch in his 
ling doé&trines; whatever he began \ 
he was fure to end with a pert fqui 
the Bible, a vapid jeft on the cle 
the’ miferies of fuperftition, and 
blefings of philofophy. ‘“Qh!” 

‘Trueman to himfelf, ** when fhall | 
Chriftians half fo much in earneft ? | 
is it that almoft all zeal is on the w: 
fide °” 

“ Well, Mr. Fantom,” faid True 
next day at breakfaft, «:-I am afraid 
are reading but an idle fort of life he 
“ Sir,” faid Fantom, “ I now bee 
live to fome purpofe; I have indeed 
teo much time, and waited my tale 
on a little retail trade, in which one 
of no note; one can ; di (inguith 0 
felf.’ -“ So .much the Better , 
Trueman, “ Ll had rather not difting 
myfelf, unlefs it was by leading a be 
life than my neighbours. ‘There 1s 
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J fhould dread more than being 
about. I date fay now heaven is 
icood meatfure filled with people 
@ names were never heard out of 
own itreet or village. So I beg 
not to diftinguifh myfelf.” ‘ Yes, 
be may if it is only by figning one’s 
to anefflay or a paragraph ina 
Maper,” faid Fantom. ‘ Heaven 
John Trueman’s name out ofa 
baper,’? interrupted lie in a fright, 
muft either be found in the old 
‘or the Bankrupt Lift, unlefs in- 
were to remove fhop, or fell off 
ld fiock.”? ‘“ But in vour prefent 
ed fituation you can be of no ufe,” 
‘antom. ‘ That I deny,” inter- 
the cas “T have filled all the 
offces with fome credit. I never 
a bribe at an eleétion, no not fo 
treat; I take care of my ap- 

and don’t fet them a bad ex- 

by running to plays and Sadler’s 
in the week, or jaunts about 
ne all daygjon S Sundays; 1 for I look 
it that the country ae of the 
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ron Sundays expofes his lervants 
Kk 5 
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to more danger than their whole y 
temptations in tradegput together’ § | 
Fantom. 1 once # the fame y 
prejudices about the Church au 
Sabbath, and all that antiquated fw 
But even on your own narrow pi 
ples, how cana thinking rad S 
his Sunday better ‘“ if he mutt | he 








































Sunday at ali” than by going intg : 
country to admire the works of naifit 
Trucman. 1 fuppofe you meamth 

| works of God; for i never read ier 
Nd | Bible that nature made any think 


fhou'd rather think that fhe herfel 
{ made by him who made all thing: 
i him, who, when he faid thou s/alfs 
murver, {aid allo, thou shalt kecpihni 
ibe Sabbcth Diy. But now dof c 
eally think that all thet mulbitug§ue 
coaches, chariots, chaifes, vis 
booby--hutches, fulkies, fociables, Mra 
ti tons, gigs, curricles, cabrioles, ci w 
flaves. pleafure carts and hories, jw 
crowd our roads; ail thole count ie 
fes within reach, -to whach the Lo 

friends pour in to thie . eous SiR 
feait, which the fervants are ken Jffe 
chtirch to drefs; ail thefe public 
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nder the figns of which you read 
alluring words, AN ORDINARY ON 
pays; Ltay, do you believe that 


ugpofe houfes and carriages are cram- 


with philofopuers who go on Sun- 
into the country to admire the 
s of nature as you call it? In- 
from the reeling gait of fome of 
when they go back at night, one 
t take them for a certain feé& cal- 
he z¢zpling philofophers. Then in 
er to your charge that a little tradef- 
can do no good, I mutt tell you 


cll belong to the fociety for relieving 


@ners tor {mall debts, and to the fick 

sfriend, and to 

ntom. Oh, enough—all thefe are 
occupations. 

ueman. ‘Yhen they are better fuit- 
petty men of petty fortune. I 

rather have an ounce of real good 
with my own hands, and feen with 

wn eyes, than {peculate about do- 
ton in awild way which I know 
ever be brought about. 

ntom. Pdetpile -anarrow fie isp 
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le reign of univerfal benevolen 























happy. 
Trueman. Dear me! fure that 
be a wholefale fort of a job; ha 
you better try your hand at a town 
parifh firlt? | 
Fantom. Sir, I have a plan i 
head for relieving the miferies 0! 


whole world. Every thing is bad §/ 


now fiands. I would alter all the) 
and do away all the réligions, an 
an end toall the wars in the w 
I would every where redrefs the 1 
tice of fortune, or what the vulgar 
providence. ! would put an end 
punifhments, I would not leave a i 
priioner on the face of the globe. 
is what J eall doing things on ag 
“ A feale with a vengeagt 
faid Trueman. “ As to releafing 
if -s, however I don’t fo much 
, as it would be 
the ex fe of 
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13 
died this worid fhould be earth and 


heaven. But fiill banifhing religi- 
rom the world would be like iiri- 
of all the pounds from an overchar- 
bill; and all the troubles which 
d be left, would be reduced to mere 
ings, pence, and farthings, as one 
fay.” 

wintom. Your project would rivet 
hains which mine is defigned to 


















ueman. Sir, I have no projeéts. 
ects are in general the offspring of 
dinels, vanity, and idlenefs. [am 
uly for Proje€ts, too contented for 
fg@pries, and I hope have too much hu- 
y tor a philofopher. The uimoft 
t of my ambition at prelent is, to 
fs the wrongs of a parifh ’prentice 
as been cruelly ufed by his maf- 
Bindeed I have another little fchene, 
,—fP is to profecute a fellow in our 
t who has let a poor wretch ina 
-houfe, of which he had the care, 
through negleG, and you mutt 
me. 
ntom. ‘The parifh muft do that, 
me I own that the wrongs of the 
Kk 7 
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Poles and South Americans fo fill 
mind, as to leave me no time to at 
to the petty lorrows of workhoules 
parith ’ praats ices, It is provinces, 
pires, continents, that the benevol 
oi the philoto sibes embraces; every 
can do a little paltry good to his: 
neighbour. 

irueman. Ivery one can, but I df 
fee every one does. If they wo 
indeed, your ome would be 
gone to your hands, and your ¢ 
ocean of benevolence would be { 
with the drops which private ch 
would throw into it. i am glad, 
ver, you are fuch a iriend to the pri 
ers, becauie lam jult now getting @ 
tie fubitcmption from our club, t 
free your poor ola friend ‘Yom Saun 
a very honeft brother tradefman, 
got nrit into debt, and then into 
throuch no iault of his own, 
rere ‘a through the preilure of thet 
We have each of us allowed a! 
trifle every week towards mainta 
LTom’s young ease lince he has‘! 
in prifon, but we thir 
more fervice to Sau 


bas * > ie . ,? ~teren pa) 
32 the end Lighten our own 
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ng down at once a little fum to re- 
to him the comforts of life, and 
nim in a way of maintaining his fa- 
again. We have made up the :no- 
all except five guineas, I am alrea- 
Promifed four, and you have nothing 
o but to-give me the fiith. And to 
pn fingle guinea, without any of the 
le, the meetings, and the looking 
his affairs, which we have had, you 
at once have the pleafure ‘and it 
o {mall one’ of helping to fave a 
hy family from ftarving, of redeem- 
nn old friend from goal, and of put- 
a little of your boafted benevolence 
action. Realize! Majtier Fantom, 
e isnothing like realizing: “ Why, 
kee, Mr. “Trueman, * faid Fantom 
mering, and looking very black, 
n’t think I value a guinea ; no Sir, 
pile money, ’tis trafh, "tis dirt, an wd 
ath the regard of a wife man. ?Ti 
of the unfeeling inventions of 
alfociety. Sir I could talk to you 
ialf a day on the abufe of riches, 
on my own contempt of money. 
ueman. O Pray don’t give your- 
he trouble, it will be an eafier way 
Kk 8 
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by half of proving both, juft to put 


hand in your pocket and give m¢ 
guinea without faying a word aboft¢ 
and then to you who value time fon 
and money fo, little, it will cut the 
ter fhort. But come now (for I fecf 
will give nothing) I fhou'ld be mi : 
slad to know what is the fort of good 
do yourfelves, fince you always o 
to what is done by others, * Sir,” 
Mr. Fantom, “the object of a true 
lofopher is to diffufe light and k 
ledge. I wifh to fee the whole 1 
enlightened. ’ 

Trueman, Amen! if you mea 
the light of the Gofpel. But if 
mean that one religion is as goo 
another, and that no religion is the 
of all; in fhort, if you want to 
the whole world philofophers, why 
had better flay as they are. But 
the true light, I with it to reach t 
very low ohics nd I therefore ble!s 
for Charity Schools, as initrumen' 
diffufing it. 

Fantom, wko had no reafon to ¢: 
that his fried was going to call 
him for a fubfcription on this acc 
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ured to praife them. Saying, “I 
10 eneiny to thee induitutions. J 
d indeed change tue object of-in- 
tion, but | would have tne whole 
Bd initruged.’ 
sre Mrs. Fantom, who with her 
Bhter had quietly fat by at their work, 
Mured to put in a word, a liberty the 
m took with her hufband, who in 
eal to make the world free and hap- 
vas too prudent to include his wife. 
en my dear, ”» faid fhe, “ 1 wonder 


The maids can icarcely tell a 
fay the Lord’s Prayer; and 
you won't allow them time 

rn. William too has never been 
burch fince we came out of town. 
ras at firft very orderly and obedi- 
but now he is feldom feber of an 


o, and inthe morning when he 
d be rubbing the tables in the par- 
he is generally Jolling upon them 
reading your little manual of the 
philofophy.” . ‘ Mrs. . Fantom,” 
her hufband anecrily, ‘** you know 
my labours for the public goed, 
me little time to think of my own 
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family. I muft have a great field, I 
like to do good to hundreds at once.”’ 

‘** } am very glad of that papa,’’ faid 
Miis Voily, * for then 1 hope you won’t 
refule to fubfcribe to all thofe pretty 
children at the Sunday School as you 
did yefterday, when the gentleman came 
a begging, becaufe that is the very thing 
you were wifhing for; there are two or 
three hundred to be done good to at 
once.” 

Trueman. Well Mr. Fantom, you 
are a wonderful man to keep up fuch a 
{tock of benevolence at fo fmall an ex- 
pence. ‘to love mankind fo dearly and 
yet avoid a:l opportunities of eoste 
them good; to have fuch a noble zeal 
for the millions, and to feet fe little 
compafiion for the units; furcly none 
but a philefopher could indulge fo much 
philanthroph y and fo much frugality at 
the fame time: 

fantom, I defpifethe man whofe 
benevolence is iw siiebed up in the nar- 
row concerns gf histown family, or pa- 
rith, or country. 

Trueman. Well, now I have a noii- 
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as that of another man, and to do good 
at home as well as abroad, and I had as 
leave help ‘Lom Saunders to freedom as 
a Pole or aSouth American, though ! 
fhould be very glad to help them too, 
but one mutt begin to love fomewhere, 
and to do good fomewhere ; and | think 
‘tis as natural to love one’s own family 
and to do good in one’s own neighbour- 
hood as to any body elfe. And if every 
man in every family, parifh, and coun- 
ty, did the fame, why! all the fchemes 
would meet, aiid the end of one pariih 
where I was doing good would be the 
beginning of anether where fomebody 
elie was doing good; fo my {chemes 
would jut into my neighbours, and ail 
would ft with a fort “of dove-tail ex- 
2tne{s.” 

_klere they were told dinner was on ta- 
ble. ‘ Don’t think,” faid Mr. Fantom” 
that you have the beft of the argume ent, 
becaufe you happen to have the laft word. 
We will finish our talk fome other time” 
So faying they went in to dinner. 

When they fat down, Mr. Fantom 
was not a little out of humour, ko oe 
lis table in fome diforder.. William 
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was alfo rather more negligent than ufu. 
al. Ifthe company called for bread, | 

gave them beer, and he took away the 
clean plates, and gave them dirty ones, 
Mr. Fantom foon dilcovered that his 
fervant was very drunk; he flew intoa 


violent paflion, and ordered him out of 


the room, charging him that he fhouldnot 
appear in his prefence in that conditi. 
on. William obeyed; but having flept 
an hour or two, and got about half fober, 
he again made his appearance. His 
malter gave him a motlt fevere repri 

mand, and called him an idle, drunken, 
vicious fellow. ‘ Sir,” faid William, 
very pertly, “if Ido get drunk now 
and then, I only do it for the good of 
my country, and in obedience to your 

wifhes.”’ Mr. Fantom, thoroughly pro- 
voked, now began to {cold him in words 
not fit to be repeated, and afked him 
what he meant. ‘“* Why, Sir,” faid 
William, “ you are a-philofopher you 
know, and I have often overheard you 
fay to your company that ers yices 

are public benefits, and fo I thought 
that vetting drunk was as pleafant a way 
of doing good to the public as any, elpe- 
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cially when I could oblige my matter 
at the fame time.”’ 

“Get out of my houfe,’ faid Mr. 
Fantom in agreat rage.” ‘ I do not de- 
fire to ftay a moment longer, fo pay me 
my wages.” ‘* Not I, indeed,” replied 
the mafter, nor will I give you a char- 
atter, fo never let me fee your face 
again.”? William took his mafter at his 
word, and not only got out of the houle, 
but out of the country too as faft as pof- 
fible. When they found he was really 


. gone, they made a bue-and-cry, in or- 





der to detain him till they had exami- 
ned if he had left every thing in the 
houfe as he hac found it But William 
had got out of reach, knowing he could 
not ftand fuch afcrutiny. On exami- 
nation, Mr. Fantom found that ail his 
port was gone, and Mrs. Fantom mifled 
three of her beft new fpoons. William 
vas purfued but without fuccefs, and 
Mr. Fantom was fo much difcompofed, 
that he could not for the reft of the day 
talk on any fubje& but his wine aiid his 
lpoons, nor harangue on any projeé& but 
that of recovering both by bringing 
William to juftice. 
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Some days pafled away, in which Mr, 
Fantom having had time to cool, began 
to be afhamed that he had been betray. 
ed into fuch ungoverned paffion. He 
made the beft excufe he could, faid no 
man was perfect, and though he owned 
he had been too violent, yet he {till ho. 
ped William would be brought to the 
punifhment he deferved. ‘“ In the mean 
time,” faid Mr. Trueman, “ Seeing 
how ill philofophy has agreed with your 
man, fuppofe you were to fet about 
teaching your maids a little religion ?” 
Mr. Fantom coolly replied, “ that the 
impertinent retort of a drunken footman 
could not fpoil a fyltem. ‘* Your fy- 
ftem, however, and your own behavi-. 
our,” faid Trueman, “‘ have made that 
footman a fecoundrel: and you are an. 
fwerable for his offences.” “ Not I tru. 
ly,’ faid Fantom, “ he has neither feen 
me cheat, gamble. nor get drunk: and §j’* 
I defy you to fay I corrupt my fervan's. 
I ama moral man, Sir.””) Mr. Fantom,” J? 
faid Trueman, “ if you were to get 
drunk every day, and game every night, 
you would indeed endanger your own 
foul, and give a dreadful example to 
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our family; but great as thofe fins are, 
mid God forbid tiat 1 fhould attempt to 
efien them, liill they are not worle, nay, 
hey are not fo bad as the peitilent doc. 
jqgrines with whicn you infect your houle 
nopend neighbourhood. A bad action is like 
eqge ingle murder, but a wicked principle is 
hrowinglightedgunpowderintoatown, it 
is poilfoning ariver; there are no bounds, 
no certainty, no end to it’s miichief. 
The ill effects of the worft a€tion may 
a ceafe in time, and the conlequences of 
igyour example may end with your lite ; 
syfbut fouls may be brought to perdition 
by a wicked principle, after the author 
of it has been dead for ages. 

Fantom. You talk like an igcnoramus, 
vho has never read the new Philofophy. 
Ali this nonfenfe of future punifhment 
is now done away. It is our benevo- 
lence which makes us rejeQi your creed; 
we-can no more believe in a Deity wh 
jpermits fo much evil in the prefent 
world, than one who threatens eternal 
» punifhment in the next. 
~ 8 Zrueman. What thall mortal be more 
merciful than God? Do vou pretend to 
be more compaflionate than that graci- 
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ous Father, who fent his Son into the 


worid to die for finners:? 
Fantom. You take all your notions 
of the Deity from the vulgar views your 


Bible gives you of him.” “ To be furel 
I do,” faid Trueman, * can you tell mef 


any way of getting a better notion of 
him? I don’t waut any of your farthing. 
candle philofophy in the broad fun-fkine 
of the Gofpel, Mr. Fantom. My Bible 
tells me that God is Jove, not merely lo. 
ving, but nove. Now do you thinka 
Being whofe very effence is love, would 
permit any milery among his children 
here, if it was not to be, fome way or 
other, or fomewhere or other, for their 
sood? You forget too that in a world 
where there is fin there mult be milery. 
There too, I fuppofe, God permits mi. 
fery partly to exercife the fufferers and 
partly to try the profperous; for by 
trouble God correéts fome and tries o- 
thers. Suppofe now, Tom Saunders had 
net been put in prifon, you and | no, 





I beg pardon, you faved. your guinea, 
well then, our c! tub and I could not have 
fhown our kindnefs by getting him out, 
nor would poor “satis Ft him felf have 
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had an opportunity of exercifing his 
wn patience under want and impri- 
fonment. So you fee one reafon why 
sod permits milery, is that good men 
may have an opportunity of letiening 
t.” Mr. Fantom replizd, “ There is 
no obje&t which I have more at heart ; 
Ihave as I told you a plan in my head of 
fuch univertfal benevolence as to include 
he happinefs of all mankind.” “ Mr. 
Fantom,” faid, Trueman, “I feel that 
] have a general goodwill towards ail my 
rethrenof mankind; and if Ihadas much 
money in my purfe as I have love in my 
heart, I truft I fhould prove it; all 1 fay 
is, that in a ftation of life where I can’t 
do much, I am more called upon to pro- 
cure the happinefs of a poor neighbour 
who has no one elfe to Look to, than to 
form wild plans for the good of mankind 
too exterfive to be accomp! lifhed, and 
oo chimerical to be put in practice. I 
an’t free whole countrics, nor reform 
ihe evils of ‘fociety at large, but I can 
in agerieved wretch in a workhoule, 
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Some weeks after a letter was brought 
to Mr. Fantom from his late fervan 
William, who had been turned away 
for drunkennefs, as related in the former 
part of this hiitory, and who had ‘allo 
robbed his mafier of fome wine and 
fome fpoo::s. Mr. Fantom glancing his 
eye over the letter faid, it is dated from 
Chelmstord jail; that rafcal is got int 
priion. I am _ glad of it with all my 
heart, itis the fitteft place for fuch fcoun. 
drels. I hope he will be fent to Botany 
Bay, if not hanged.” ‘“* Oho! my goad 
friend, faid ‘Trueman, then I find that 
in abolifhing all prifons you would jut 
let one ftand for the accomodation oi 
thofe who fhould happen to rob you.” 
Mr. Fantom drily obferved, that he 
was not fond of jokes, and proceeded to 
ead the letter. It expreffed an earnett 
with that his late matier. would conde. 
fcend to pay him one vifit in his dark and 
doleful abode, as he wifhed to fay a few 
words to him, before the dreadful fen. 
tence of the law, which had already 
been pronounced fhould be executed.” 

“Tet us.go and fee the poor fellow, 
faid Trueman, “it is but a morning’s 
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ide. If he is really fo near his end it 
vould be cruelto refule him.” ‘ Not 
Jtruly,’ faid Fantom, “ he deferves no- 
hing at my hands but the halter he ts 
likely to meet with. Such port is not to 
be had for money, and the {poons part of 
my new dozen.’ ‘ As to the wine,” 
faidd ‘Trueman, ‘“ 1 am afraid you mutt 
give that up, but the only way to get 
any tidings of the {poons is to go and 
ear What he has to fay; Ihave no doubt 
but he will make fuch aconieflion as may 
be very uleful to others, which you know, 
is one grand advantage of punifhments; 
and befides, we may afford him fome lit- 
tle comfort. » “« As to comfort he de- 
lerves none from me,” faid Fantom, 
“aud as to his confeflions they can be 
of no ufe to me, but as they give me a 
chauce of getting my fpoons, fo I don’t 
much care it Ido take a ride with you.” 

When they came to the prifon Mr. 
Trueman’s tender heart funk within him. 
He deplored the corrupt nature of man, 
which ma akes fuch rigorous confinement 
needful, net merely for the punilhnier it 
of the offes wide: but for the faf etv of fo- 
gety. Fantom, from mere trick and 
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habit, was juft preparing a f{peech on ge. 
neral benevolence, and the cruelty of im. 
prifonment, till the recollection oi his old 
port aud hisnew {poons cooledhis ardour, 
and he went on without faying a word, 
When they reached the ceil wherethe un- 
happy William was confined they ftopped 
at tue door, The poor wretch had thrown 
hjmielf on the ground as well as his 
chaims would give him leave. He groan. 
ed piteoufly, and was fo {wallowed up 
with a fenfe of his own miferies, that 
he neither heard the door open, nor flaw 
the gentlemen. He was attempting to 
pray, but in an agony which made his 
words hardly intelligible. Thus much 
they could make out.—‘t God be merci- 
ful to me a finner—the chief of finners!” 
then iuddenly attempting to ftart up, 
but prevented by his irons, he roared 
out, “* O God! thou canft not be merci- 
ful to me for ! have denied thee; I havc 
ridiculed my Saviour who died for me; 
I have derided his word, I have refilted 


his {pirit. Ihave laughed at that heaven 


whichis fhut againft me, I have denied 
thofe terments which await me. ‘To- 
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sorrow! to-morrow! O for a longer 
nace for repentance, O for a fhort re- 
rieve from hell.””—Mr. ‘Trueman wept 


loud that it drew the attention of the 
riminal, who now lifted up his eyes, 
nd cait on hislate matier alook fo dread- 
|, that Fantom wifhed for a moment 
nat he had given up all hope of the 
poons rather than have expoled himfelf 

fuch a fcene, At length the poor 
retch faid, in a voice that would have 
elted a heart of ftone, ‘‘ O Sir, are 
ou there: I did wifh to fee you before 
ry dreadful fentence is put in ¢xecuti- 
”? Oh Sir! to-morrow to-morrow! 
ut I have a confeffion to make to you.” 
his revived Mr. Fantom, who again 
entured to glance a hepe at the fpoons. 
sir, faid William “I could not die 
ithout making my confeffion.” “ Aye, 
d reftitution too I hope,” replied Fan- 
m. ‘ Whereare my fpoons :’’—* Sir, 
ey are gone with the reft of my wretch. 
| booty. But Oh, Sir! thefe fpoons 
ake fo petty an article in my black ac- 
unt that I hardly think of them. Mur- 
r, Sir. murder is the crime for which 
am julily doomed to die. Oh, Sir! 




















Seta 


i? HT 
ete png nee 


een 








4 

' 

, 

} 
i} 
il 
} 

f 


H| 


Dee 


——_ ~ 


— 
a ae 


eee 








Se ee ain een ee ee 


A a li 
I~ Na Soe SS 


4 ade 
heals athe = 


.' se 


Who can dwell with everlafting bun 
ings? As this was a queltion whic 
even a philofopher could not anfwe 
Mr. Fantom was going to {teal off, efpe 
cially as he now gave up all hope of th 
{fpoons; but William called him back 
—“ Stay, Sir, ftay, I conjure you, 4 
you will anfwer it at the bar of Go 
You are the caufe of my being aboutt 
fuffer a fhameful death. Yes, Sir, yo 
made me a drunkard, a thief, and a mu 


derer. Howdare you, William,” crief 


Mr. Fantom, with great emotion, “ a 
cufe me with being the caufe of fuch ho 
rid crimes?” ‘ Sir,’ anfwered the cr 
minal, “ from you I learnt the principk 
which lead to thofe crimes. By the gra 
of God I fhould never have fallen in 
fins deferving of the gallows if Ih 
not often overheard you fay there w 
no hereafter, no judgment, no futu 
reckoning. O, Sir! there is a he 


dreadful, inconceivable, eternal!’ Hef 


through the excels of anguifh, the po 
fellow fainted away. Mr. Fantom, wi 
did not at all relifh this fcene, faid to! 
friend, ‘ well Sir, we will go if yd 
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'MMeafe, tor you fee there is nothing to be 
iC ne.” 


pem Sir,’ replied Mr. Trueman, mourn- 
gly, “ you may go if you pleafe, but 
cM fhall ftay, for I fee there is a great 
Wal to be done.” “ What,” rejoined 
OMe other, “ do you think it poflible his 
We can be faved??? “No, indeed,” 
(Od Trueman, * but I hope it is poflible 
Uggs foul may be faved.” “ I don’t under- 
iiind thefe things,” faid Fantom, ma- 
a@ing towards the door. “ Nor I neither,’ 
fd Trueman, “ but as a fellow on 
Cm bound to do what I can for this 
@or fellow. Do you go home Mr. Fan- 
m and finifh your treatife on univer- 
benevolence, and the bleffed effects 
philofophy; and hark ye, be fure 
fm. let the frontifpiece of your book re- 
dent William on the gibbet: that will 
lee what our parfon calls a PRACTICAL 
Miustration. You know [ hate the- 
Doies; this is realizing: this is Pwrio- 
Wiiruy made eafy to the meaneft capaci- 
) a? 
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Mr. Fantom fneaked off to finifh his 
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work at home, and Mr. Trueman fh, 
to finifh hisin the prifon. He paffledy 
night with the wretched convict, } 
prayed with him and for him, and re 
to him the penetential pfalms, and io: 
portions of the Goipel. But he was 
humble and too prudent a man to ve 
ture out of his depth by arguments ay 
confolations, which he was not warran 
ed to ufe, (this he left for the minitter, 
But he prefled on William the great 
ty of making the only amends now | 
his power to thofe whom he had k 
aftray. They then drew up the follov 
ing paper which Mr. Trueman gq 
printed, and gave away at the place qld 
execution. I 
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THE 


aft Words, Confeffion, and Dying 


Speech 
OF 


WILLIAM WILSON, 


ho was executed at CHELMSFORD for 


Murder. 


“Twas bred up inthe fear of God, 
dlived with credit in many fober fa- 
hes, in which I was a faithful fervant. 
it being tempted by a little higher wa- 
5, I left a saod place to go and live 

ta Mr. Fantom, who, however, made 
pd none of his fine promifes, but pro. 
da hard mafier. In his fervice I 
s not allowed time to ¢e to church. 
is troubled me at rll, “tll l over- 
ad my mafer 
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thought there could not be two religio 
one forthe matter, and one for the { 
vant. Finding my mafter never pray; 
I too left off praying, this gave fa 
great power over me, fo that I from t| 
time fell into almoit every fin. Iy 
very unealy at firft, and my confciey 
gave me no reft; but I was foon rec 
ciled by overhearing my matter and; 
other gentleman fay, that death was » 
ly a long fleep, and hell and judgm 
were but an invention of prieits to kg 
the poor in order. I mention this a 
warning to all mafters and miftreffe: 
take care what they converle al 
while fervants are waiting at ta 
They cannot teil how many fouls tl 
have fent to perdition by fuch lo 
talk. The crime for which I die is! 
natural confequence of the principle 
learnt of my matter. A rich man,| 
deed, who throws off religion, may 
cape the gallows, becaufle want does! 
drive him to commit the crimes wil 
lead to it; but what fhall reftraina 1 
dy man, who has been taught ¢ 
there is no dreadful reckoning ? Oh, 
dear, fellow fervants! take warning 
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fad fate, never be tempted away 

a fober fervice for the fake of a 
le more wages. Never venture your 
ortal fouls in houfes where God 
otfeared. And now hear me, O my 
d, though I have biafphemed thee ; 
rzive me, O my Saviour! though I 
ve denied thee. O Lord mott holy, 
Ged molt mighty, deliver me from 

bitter’ pains of eternal death! and 
eive my foul for his fake who died 
finners. 


Wirtiam WItLson,.” 


Mr. ‘Trueman would never leave this 
or penitent till he was launched into 
rity, but attended him with the mi- 
ter in the Cart. This pious minifter 
ver cared to tell me what he thought 
William’s ftate. When I ventured 
mention my hope, that though his 
nitence was late, yet it was fincere, 
d {poke of the dying thief on the crofs 
aground of encouragement, the mi- 
lier, with a very ferious look, made 
: th'*anfwer, “ Sir, that inftance is 
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too often brought forward on occafio 
to which it does not apply: I don 
chule to fay any thing to your applicat 
on of it in the prefent cafe, but I yw; 
anfwer you in the words of a good ma 
{peaking of the penitent thief.” The 
is ome fuch inflance given that nobogl 
might defpair, and there is dut on 
that nobody might prefume. 
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Poor William was turned off juff 
quarter before eleven, and may the Lo 


have mercy on his foul! 
| Z. 
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